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Advertised Session Description

Å Students at a French immersion high school in Ottawa and a school in Brazil 
exchange recipes, using a combination of French, English and Portuguese. The 
Brazilians discover they like poutine! Children in a rural Sierra Leonean village 
devastated during the civil war and a school in Mississauga collaborate to produce 
an online art gallery of pictures about what peace means to them. What do these 
examples and hundreds of thousands like them mean to the participants? What 
are the benefits and challenges of collaborating across countries and cultures in 
the design, implementation, and assessment of learning activities?

Å Such activities by their collaborative nature support global education, whether it 
emphasizes peace, social justice, citizenship, ecology, or any topic or issue of 
shared interest. Bill Egnatoff will present a conceptual framework for bi-national 
collaboration of this sort. He will illustrate the framework from relevant literature, 
through his experience in teaching a course called Global Education Through 
International Collaboration, and through his peace education design research with 
colleagues in Canada and Sierra Leone. That work includes experimentation with, 
and evaluation of, a variety of tools and systems to support collaboration among 
twinned school communities, pre-service and in-service teachers, teacher 
educators, and researchers.



Bi-National Learning and The Internet

ÅExamples and A Conceptual Framework

ÅA New Pre-service Teacher Education Course

ÅDeveloping a Research Program: A Canadian-
Sierra Leonean School Twinning Program



Examples from Experienced 
Educators

ÅDoug Farquhar: Gr. 7/8 International Ocean 
Treaty Negotiation Simulation

ÅDalia Najokaitis: Gr. 4/5 pull-out enrichment

ïTaming the Tube

ïStudents Against Landmines

ÅStephen MacKinnon: High school

ïGlobal Virtual Classroom contests



Examples from Teacher Candidates

ÅPoutine in Brazil: Multi-lingual Recipes

ÅAn Online Art Gallery: A Mississauga-Mapaki Collaboration

ÅEcological Footprint Curriculumτfive-person team

ÅOrganic farm non-formal education, Costa Rica (foundation 
for future international collaboration); now collaborating from 
Trinidad with Sierra Leone

ÅDƭƻōŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ άLŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣέ ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ  

See http://globaled.educ.queensu.ca



Resource Organizations

ÅiEARN, iEARN-Canada

ÅGlobal Virtual Classroom

ÅInternational Schools CyberFair 
(GlobalSchoolNet.org)

ÅMondialogo (Daimler/UNESCO)

ÅTakingITGLobal

ÅGreenlearning.ca

ÅEarth Force: Global Rivers Environmental Education 
Network



Conceptual Framework

Bi-National Learning and 
the Internet



School Twinning/Networking

Canadian

School Community

Sierra Leonean

School Community

Acquaintance

Understanding

Solidarity

Action



Participants/Community Members

ÅClassroom-classroom

ÅSchool community-school community

ÅTeacher-teacher

ÅTeacher educator-teacher educator

ÅResearcher-researcher



The Internet as Mediator

ÅChannel of communication

ÅMedium of publication

ÅOn-line commons

ÅMatch channel to purpose; variety needed

ÅCareful moderation essential



Major Themes

ÅPeace Education

ÅSocial Justice Education

ÅGlobal Education

ÅDemocracy Education

ÅCharacter Education



Readings

Å Brantmeier, E. J. (2003). Peace pedagogy: Exposing and integrating peace education in 
teacher education. [CEO & Caritas] Catholic Education Office & National Catholic 
Development and Caritas Office (2007). To reach peace and teach peace. Catholic Junior 
Secondary SchoolτPeace education Programme 2007. Caritas: Sierra Leone.

Å Boulding, E. (1990). Building a global civic culture: Education for an interdependent world. 
Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.

Å Cook, S. A. (2008). Give peace a chance: The diminution of peace in global education in the 
United States, United Kingdom, and Canada. Canadian Journal of Education, 31(4), 889-913.

Å Cummins, J., & Sayers, D. (1997). Brave new schools: Challenging illiteracy through global 
learning networks. New York: St. Martin's Press.

Å Fox, M., & Staub, L. (2001). Whoever you are(1st Voyager Books ed.). San Diego: Voyager 
Books : Harcourt.

Å Mundy, K., & Manion, C. (2008). Global education in Canadian elementary schools: An 
exploratory study. Canadian Journal of Education, 31(4), 941-974

Å �Parker, W. C., Ninomiya, A., & Cogan, J. J. (1999). Educating world citizens: Toward 
multinational curriculum development. American Educational Research Journal, 36(2), 117-
145.

Å Willinsky, J. (2005). Keep the whole world at your fingertips: Education, globalization and the 
nation. Education Canada, 45(1), 24-26



Carolyn van Gurp

ÅSocial justice 

educator

ÅSupporting rural 

education 

development

ÅSchool twinning

Å8 months in Sierra 

Leone

Å4 months in Canada

ÅSeptember 2008: 

Teaching Excellence 

Fellowship at 

Queenôs Faculty of 

Education
School Twinning for a Small Planet





School Twinning for a Small Planet

Å"Ow di bodi?" (discovering similarities)

ÅWhere are you? (learning about our world)

ÅIƻǿΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚ(schools'roles in community)

ÅCŀƛǊΩǎ ŦŀƛǊΤ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ? (needs/wants)

ÅFood for thought(food sustainability)

ÅDual fuels(sustainable energy )

ÅKeeping the peace(community peace-keeping)

ÅDancing up a storm(cultural traditions)



Twinning Guidelines

ÅSolidarity not charity

ÅAt least one-year commitment

ÅClassroom to classroom, not pupil to pupil

Åcommon learning and action related to peace 
and the environment



Lessons/Tips
from Stephen MacKinnon

Åtimely communication from whole group

Åcommunicate, communicate, communicate (might 
be emailing other teacher daily)

Åmonitor student communication carefully

Åbuild in time to reflect on what is going on, so that 
you're learning as a teacher

Åtake risks; don't be afraid to take the next step

Åcreate a step by step To Do list, so students can 
follow along and understand how to remain on task



POLL Yes/No

1. Have you engaged your students in international collaboration as part of 

your teaching?

2. Have you engaged in international collaboration with other educators in 

planning international collaboration for your students?



Discussion

1. What do you see as the benefits of bi- (or 
multi-) national educational collaboration as 
illustrated and outlined so far?

2. What do you see as the major challenges we 
face in such collaboration?



Collaboration in Global Education: 
Launching a New Focus Course

Global Education 
Through International 

Collaboration



The B.Ed./Dip.Ed. Final Year

Classes
(4 wks)

Prac
(4 wks)

Classes
(3 wks)

Prac
(4 wks)

Classes
(6 wks)

Prac
(4 wks)

Alt. Prac
(3-4 wks)

Classes
(2.5 wks)

Sep Oct Nov Nov-Dec Jan-Feb Feb-Mar Mar-Apr Apr

Program Focus Course

Å0.5 credit elective (36 hours)

Å3-week alternative practicum



Global Education course niche

Course
Social
Justice

International
Collaboration

Teaching
Abroad

Internet
Use

Global Education 
Through 

International 
Collaboration

Central Central
Practicum may 

be abroad
Central

Educators Abroad Possible Possible
Central, 

practicum 
normally abroad

Possible

Teaching and 
Learning Online

Possible Possible Possible Central

Teaching for 
Social Justice

Central Possible Possible Possible



Course Aim

ÅTo build participants' capacity as educators to 
engage students in global education through 
international collaboration 



Course Objectives

1. To construct and justify notions of global education 
that inform our teaching

2. To reinterpret our experience in relation to our 
emerging ideas of global education

3. To develop a repertoire of practical possibilities for 
global education

4. To develop practical global education resources and 
skills in using them

5. To develop skills in using information and 
communications technology to support global 
education 



Aspects of the Course

1. learning what is possible through examining 
past and current teacher practice in 
international collaboration between school 
communities

2. participatory curriculum design from a critical 
perspective

3. developing know-how in establishing 
successful partnerships and using 
appropriate Internet tools



Global Portfolio

ÅExperience of residential mobility

ÅTravel experiences

ÅLanguages

ÅMedia experiences

ÅPersons who shaped your world view

ÅEvents that shaped your world view

Adapted from Boulding, Elise (1988). Building a global civic culture. 

Education for an interdependent world. Syracuse University Press.



Syllabus, including Candidate-led 
Sessions

ÅCross Cultural Experiences

ÅTeaching and Learning of Peace and Social 
Justice in Overseas Contexts

ÅCollaboration in Teaching

ÅGlobalization & Cultural Responsiveness in 
Education

ÅUses and Availability of Communication 
Technology Globally



Dawson City-Mapaki-Kingston

ÅOnline conference (Elluminate Live!) with 
teachers in rural Sierra Leone, a teacher in 
Dawson City, Yukon, and my class

ÅExchange of letters between my class and 
Grade 3 pupils



Practicum Examples (2009-2010)

ÅGlobal education classes in Canada; school twinning 
in Sierra Leone; school and village recycling in 
Dawson City; multicultural and folk arts centres in 
Canada and England; International schools in Korea, 
Honduras, Columbia, Guatemala, Chile; developing 
international mathematics curriculum resources; 
United Nations; Canadian Letters and Images Project; 
Huntsman Marine Science Centre; Canadians for 
Women in Afghanistan   



Practicum Challenges

ÅEnvisioning (need for more examples)

ÅFinding a host professional

ÅConnecting with expectation of international 
collaboration

ÅLogistics



Use of Information Technology

ÅKnowledge ForumĄfree pbwiki: main medium for 
course organization, discourse, and information 
sharing

ÅElluminate Live!(online conferencing with guests, 
recording, use during practicum)

ÅRefWorks (bibliography, reference notes, readings)

ÅMediaWiki (reporting at end of course)

ÅClass initiated: PBWiki, Moodle, TakingITGlobal, etc.



Benefits

ÅGuests to guide us

ÅInspiring readings

ÅGreat sharing of resources and experience

ÅDeveloping expertise in using the Internet

ÅMaking contacts for future collaboration



In Their words (08-09) . . .

Å άL ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
happening around the world. I now feel much more aware of the really 
different ways that you can use technology to facilitate learning in or 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ aȅ ŀƭǘ ǇǊŀŎ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ Φ Φ Φέ

Å άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
very appealing to me. Global politics, issues and collaboration are topics I 
ŀƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǊǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ

Å ά.ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
other students and learn from other students work. They are also able to 
open up their classrooms to other cultures, not through a third person 
textbook but directly from a person from that country and culture. The 
teachers also have the benefit of seeing how this type of project works 
within their classroom and can continue to use it in the future (and 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƭŀǎǎύΦέ



Second Year

ÅDeveloped more practicum possibilities

ÅRevised and expand reading syllabus (with 
knowledgeable TA); connected more with 
research on global education

ÅHave candidates generate and lead discussion 
on major themes (second half of course)



Discussion



Canadian-Sierra Leonean Collaboration in 
Peace Education

Developing a Research Program on School 
Twinning/Networking



Slow and Steady Progress!

Å5 ½ years of partnership and program 
development

ÅExchange visits of key players

ÅResearch proposal development

ÅCourse development

ÅBackground research

ÅDevelopment of research program on school 
twinningĄnetworking



Global Education Teacher Education 
Initiatives

ÅWorkshops and communication support for Sierra 
Leone teachers at cdpeace (Centre for 
Development and Peace Education) pilot schools 
involved in school twinning
ÅvǳŜŜƴΩǎ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎǳƳ aŀǊŎƘ-April three 

weeks 2008, 2010 (two candidates each year)
ÅvǳŜŜƴΩǎΥ Dƭƻōŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Collaboration focus course (started Fall 2008)
ÅCurrent major expansion of cdpeace school 

twinning program to include teacher-teacher 
communication



Design Research to Support Global 
Education

ÅBackground research on education system and 
context in Sierra Leone
ÅMulti-national survey (P. Joong, K, Noel) on 

teacher views of Education for All school reform, 
including Sierra Leone
ÅLƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

impact of school twinning
ÅDevelopment of a program of design research on 

bi-national school community networking and 
teacher professional development (in progress)







Two Hats!

Teacher educator/researcher: global 
education, Canadian-Sierra Leonean 
school networking

cdpeace volunteer: electrical and 
Internet infrastructure



http://www.cdpeace.org

http://www.cdpeace.org


cdpeace: Centre for Development and 
Peace Education

Founded 1992 by Dr. Thomas Mark 
Turay and Mary Hawa Turay Rural Capacity Building

Å²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǎƪŜǘΚ

Å International School 
Networking

ÅGender sensitization

ÅAgricultural development

ÅPeace education

ÅConflict transformation

ÅLeadership development

Mary Thomas



Whatôs in your basket?




